
Year 8 Geography: GIS
Key terms

Anomaly

something that deviates from 

what is standard, normal, or 

expected

Coordinate A point on a map

Data Layers

Platforms of information 
stacked on top of one another 
on a base of the real world.

GIS

A geographic information 

system (GIS) is a system 

designed to capture, store, 

manipulate, analyse, manage, 

and present all  types of 

geographical data.

Intelligent data
Data which can be layered on 

maps

Matrix A grid of squares

Exclusion zone
An area in which people are not 

allowed to enter

Vector Map
A map created using lines, areas 

and coordinates

Unintelligent data
Data which cannot be layered 

on maps

Trend
The general pattern of a map or 

data

Raster
A map produced using a matrix 

and coloured pixels

Who Would Use a GIS?

➢ How would someone planning a town of city use the 
information below?

➢ What would happen if they didn’t have all of the data 
in the model – such as rivers?

➢ Why do you think the rock type might be important?
➢ How could this data help:
• The police?
• A taxi driver?
• A factory owner?

• A water company?
• A house-building developer?
• The Environmental Agency
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