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Jazz
Jazz is a style of music that started in 
the 1920s. Two key features are swing 
rhythms and improvising.

Rhythm
The duration of notes and how they 

fit to the beat

Beat
A beat is a steady pulse.
It is constant throughout the music. That’s how 
the dancers all moved together - by listening to 
the beat!

Swing Rhythms
Swing rhythms in jazz is where the quavers 
sound like they are skipping or ‘swinging’. 
Instead of being strictly equal the first quaver 
of every pair is slightly longer.

Improvising
Improvisation in music is when a 
musician spontaneously creates a 
melody or accompaniment parts in a 
performance. It is one of the key 
features of Jazz.

Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Autumn 1
Topic: La La Land - Rhythm and Jazz

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.



La la land
La La Land is a 2016 American romantic musical film written and directed 
by Damien Chazelle. The film stars Ryan Gosling and Emma Stone as a 
struggling jazz pianist and an aspiring actress, respectively, who meet and 
fall in love while pursuing their dreams in Los Angeles. John Legend, 
Rosemarie DeWitt, Finn Wittrock, and J. K. Simmons appear in supporting 
roles.

City of stars, Are you shining 
just for me?
City of stars, There's so much 
that I can't see
Who knows? I felt it from the 
first embrace I shared with 
you
That now our dreams, They've 
finally come true

City of stars, Just one thing 
everybody wants
There in the bars And through 
the smokescreen of the 
crowded restaurants
It's love. Yes, all we're looking 
for is love from someone else
A rush, A glance, A touch, A 
dance

A look in somebody's eyes
To light up the skies
To open the world and send it 
reeling
A voice that says, I'll be here
And you'll be alright

I don't care if I know, Just 
where I will go
'Cause all that I need is this 
crazy feeling
A rat-tat-tat on my heart, 
Think I want it to stay

City of stars, Are you shining 
just for me?
City of stars, You never shined 
so brightly

City of stars
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Semibreves, 
Minims and 
Crotchets

C, D & E

The Stave 
and Treble 

Clef

The Stave and Treble Clef
The Stave has 5 lines.
The Treble Clef means higher notes in 
the right hand.

Pitch and Dynamics
Pitch - How high or low music is
Dynamics - how loud or soft music is
Forte - Loud
Piano - Soft

Symbol Type of 
note

Name Amount of 
beats

Whole Semibreve 4

Half Minim 2

Quarter Crotchet 1

Flat wrists/ rounded 
fingers..!

Semibreves, Minims and Crotchets

Finger numbers & Hand Position

Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Autumn 2
Topic: Music Videos - What makes you Beautiful

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.





Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Spring 1
Topic: Folk Music

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.



5Finger 
Numbers and 
Hand Position

4/4 Time 
Signature

Semibreves, 
Minims and 
Crotchets

C, D, E, F 
and G

Rests

Rest Note Type of 
note/rest

Name Amount of 
beats

Whole Semibreve 4

Half Minim 2

Quarter Crotchet 1

Finger numbers & Hand Position

Flat wrists/ rounded 
fingers..!

Semibreves, Minims, Crotchets and Rests

4/4 Time Signature
= 4 crochet (¼) beats in a bar

Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Spring 2
Topic: When the Saints

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.



5Left Hand 
Finger 

Numbers 
and Hand 
Position

Bass Clef C, 
B, A and G

Bass and 
Treble Clef

Treble Clef 
C, D, E, F 
and G

Middle C

Finger numbers & Hand Position

Flat wrists/ rounded 
fingers..!

Bass Clef Treble Clef

Left hand Right hand
Low notes High notes

G

Middle C
Middle C is at the bottom of the treble clef and the 
top of the bass clef. It’s where they swap over from 
high notes (in the right hand) to low notes (in the left 
hand). Middle C always has a ledger line going through 
it.

Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Summer 1
Topic: Matilda - Bass Clef

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.



5Playing 2 
hands 
together

¾ Time 
Signature

The Grand 
Stave

Thirds

Dotted 
notes

Thirds
To make a ‘third’ on the keyboard you 
play 2 notes 3 notes apart (skipping 1 
note)

Playing 2 hands together
To play 2 hands together we use 
exactly the same hand position as 
before and out both thumbs on C (to 
start with).

¾ Time Signature
A ¾ time signature has 3 beats in a 
bar. A waltz is a dance is a dance in ¾ .

The Grand Stave
The grand stave uses both the Treble and the Bass Clefs, 2 hands together!

Dotted Notes
Dotted notes give us different note 
values. A dot after the note makes it 
longer by adding an extra half. A 
dotted minim creates 3 beats

Subject: Performing Arts - Music Year 7 Summer 2
Topic: Songs using 2 hands/Thirds

The 5 key skills/knowledge for this unit.


